
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The red light in the sanctuary represents the light of peace. 

LIVE-STREAM WORSHIP SERVICE 

Join us as we worship in spirit through our live-streamed worship celebration via 

Zoom and Facebook Live. Visit our website for connection instructions. 
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Sunday, April 5, 2020 

Passion/Palm Sunday 
Celebration of Divine Worship 

 

WELCOME          Rev. Pamela Kurtz, Pastor 

MOMENT OF SILENCE     Let us prepare our hearts and minds in silence to worship God. 

OPENING PRAYER [Responsive] 

ONE: Palm Sunday came 

MANY:   And the crowds were blocked at the borders 

     But Jesus came through the gates of Jerusalem 

Palm Sunday came 

    And the crowds sheltered in place 

     But Jesus came riding on a donkey 

Palm Sunday came 

And the crowds hid behind masks and gloves 

But Jesus came finding cloaks spread out on the road ahead 

Palm Sunday came 

And the crowds were fearful of an uncertain future 

But Jesus came knowing what the future held for him 

He came 

He comes 

He comes for the crowds that didn't come 

He comes for us 

He comes 

ALL:  Jesus comes. 
by Margaret LeWright 

 

OPENING SONG           Hosanna! Hosanna!   TFWS 2109 

     Joan Miller, Music Director 

Jesus rode into Jerusalem. 
Hosanna! Hosanna! 

All the people sang their praise to him. 
Hosanna! Hosanna! 

Came to town upon a donkey's back; 
Hosanna! Hosanna! 

Seemed so lowly but he's Lord in fact. 
Hosanna! Hosanna! 



Refrain: Hosanna! Hear the people say 
Hosanna! Save us today. 

Hosanna! It's a faithful song. 
Hosanna! Sing it all night long. 

Everybody brought their hopes and dreams. 
Hosanna! Hosanna! 

Life just isn't always what it seems. 
Hosanna! Hosanna! 

Need somebody who can help us be 
Hosanna! Hosanna! 

liberated from captivity. 
Hosanna! Hosanna! 

[Refrain] 

READING OF SCRIPTURE                  Matthew 21:1-11  CEB 

When they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus gave two disciples a task. He said to them, “Go into the village over 

there. As soon as you enter, you will find a donkey tied up and a colt with it. Untie 

them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, say that their master 

needs them.” He sent them off right away. Now this happened to fulfill what the 

prophet said, Say to Daughter Zion, “Look, your king is coming to you, humble and 

riding on a donkey, and on a colt the donkey’s offspring.” The disciples went and 

did just as Jesus had ordered them. They brought the donkey and the colt and laid 

their clothes on them. Then he sat on them. 

Now a large crowd spread their clothes on the road. Others cut palm branches 

off the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds in front of him and behind 

him shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessings on the one who comes in the 

name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And when Jesus entered Jerusalem, the 

whole city was stirred up. “Who is this?” they asked. The crowds answered, “It’s 

the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 

HOMILY     “How Would Palm Sunday Be If They Were 6-Feet Apart?”      

               Rev. Pamela Kurtz 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

Rev. Pam will lift up prayer requests previously sent to her.  
When the pastor says “Lord,” the people respond: “Hear Our Prayer.”  

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD 

INVITATION & PRAYER OVER OFFERINGS 



 

THANKSGIVING SONG   What A Mighty God We Serve       W&S 3016 

What a mighty God we serve! 
What a mighty God we serve! 

Angels bow before you, 
Heaven and earth adore you! 
What a mighty God we serve! 

[Repeat] 

GRATITUDE TIMES – Pastor Pam will share gratitudes previously sent to her. 

PASSION READING WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

Go to your windows now, open them, and with joyful noise proclaim, 

“Peace be with you all!” then come back!     

PASSION READING [Responsive]     Matthew 26:14 – 27:2 

Then one of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 

priests and said, “What will you give me if I turn Jesus over to you?” They 

paid him thirty pieces of silver. From that time on he was looking for an 

opportunity to turn him in. 

On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came 

to Jesus and said, “Where do you want us to prepare for you to eat the 

Passover meal?” 

He replied, “Go into the city, to a certain man, and say, ‘The teacher 

says, “My time is near. I’m going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples 

at your house.”’” The disciples did just as Jesus instructed them. They 

prepared the Passover. 

That evening he took his place at the table with the twelve disciples. As 

they were eating he said, “I assure you that one of you will betray me.” 

Deeply saddened, each one said to him, “I’m not the one, am I, Lord?” 

He replied, “The one who will betray me is the one who dips his hand 

with me into this bowl. The Human One goes to his death just as it is written 

about him. But how terrible it is for that person who betrays the Human One! 

It would have been better for him if he had never been born.” 

Now Judas, who would betray him, replied, “It’s not me, is it, Rabbi?” 

Jesus answered, “You said it.” 

And God is with us 

 

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it 

to the disciples and said, “Take and eat. This is my body.” He took a cup, gave 



thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of 

the covenant, which is poured out for many so that their sins may be forgiven. I tell 

you, I won’t drink wine again until that day when I drink it in a new way with you 

in my Father’s kingdom.” Then, after singing songs of praise, they went to the 

Mount of Olives. 

And God is with us yet 

 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Tonight you will all fall away because of 

me. This is because it is written, I will hit the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock 

will go off in all directions. But after I’m raised up, I’ll go before you to Galilee.” 

Peter replied, “If everyone else stumbles because of you, I’ll never stumble.” 

Jesus said to him, “I assure you that, before the rooster crows tonight, you will 

deny me three times.” 

Peter said, “Even if I must die alongside you, I won’t deny you.” All the 

disciples said the same thing. 

Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane. He said to 

the disciples, “Stay here while I go and pray over there.” When he took Peter and 

Zebedee’s two sons, he began to feel sad and anxious. Then he said to them, “I’m 

very sad. It’s as if I’m dying. Stay here and keep alert with me.” Then he went a 

short distance farther and fell on his face and prayed, “My Father, if it’s possible, 

take this cup of suffering away from me. However—not what I want but what you 

want.” 

He came back to the disciples and found them sleeping. He said to Peter, 

“Couldn’t you stay alert one hour with me? Stay alert and pray so that you won’t 

give in to temptation. The spirit is eager, but the flesh is weak.” A second time he 

went away and prayed, “My Father, if it’s not possible that this cup be taken away 

unless I drink it, then let it be what you want.” 

Again he came and found them sleeping. Their eyes were heavy with sleep. 

But he left them and again went and prayed the same words for the third time. Then 

he came to his disciples and said to them, “Will you sleep and rest all night? Look, 

the time has come for the Human One to be betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get 

up. Let’s go. Look, here comes my betrayer.” 

And God is with us still 

 

While Jesus was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, came. With him was 

a large crowd carrying swords and clubs. They had been sent by the chief priests 

and elders of the people. His betrayer had given them a sign: “Arrest the man I 

kiss.” Just then he came to Jesus and said, “Hello, Rabbi.” Then he kissed him. 

But Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came and 

grabbed Jesus and arrested him. 



One of those with Jesus reached for his sword. Striking the high priest’s 

slave, he cut off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put the sword back into its 

place. All those who use the sword will die by the sword. Or do you think that 

I’m not able to ask my Father and he will send to me more than twelve battle 

groups of angels right away? But if I did that, how would the scriptures be 

fulfilled that say this must happen?” Then Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you 

come with swords and clubs to arrest me, like a thief? Day after day, I sat in 

the temple teaching, but you didn’t arrest me. But all this has happened so that 

what the prophets said in the scriptures might be fulfilled.” Then all the 

disciples left Jesus and ran away. 

And God is with us in spite of 

 

Those who arrested Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest. The legal 

experts and the elders had gathered there. Peter followed him from a distance 

until he came to the high priest’s courtyard. He entered that area and sat 

outside with the officers to see how it would turn out. 

The chief priests and the whole council were looking for false testimony 

against Jesus so that they could put him to death. They didn’t find anything 

they could use from the many false witnesses who were willing to come 

forward. But finally they found two who said, “This man said, ‘I can destroy 

God’s temple and rebuild it in three days.’” 

Then the high priest stood and said to Jesus, “Aren’t you going to 

respond to the testimony these people have brought against you?” 

But Jesus was silent. 

The high priest said, “By the living God, I demand that you tell us 

whether you are the Christ, God’s Son.” 

“You said it,” Jesus replied. “But I say to you that from now on you’ll 

see the Human One sitting on the right side of the Almighty and coming on 

the heavenly clouds.” 

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He’s insulting God! Why 

do we need any more witnesses? Look, you’ve heard his insult against God. 

What do you think?” 

And they answered, “He deserves to die!” Then they spit in his face and 

beat him. They hit him and said, “Prophesy for us, Christ! Who hit you?” 

And God is with us because of 

 

Meanwhile, Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant woman 

came and said to him, “You were also with Jesus the Galilean.” 

But he denied it in front of all of them, saying, “I don’t know what you 

are talking about.” 



When he went over to the gate, another woman saw him and said to those who 

were there, “This man was with Jesus, the man from Nazareth.” 

With a solemn pledge, he denied it again, saying, “I don’t know the man.” 

A short time later those standing there came and said to Peter, “You must be 

one of them. The way you talk gives you away.” 

Then he cursed and swore, “I don’t know the man!” At that very moment the 

rooster crowed. 

And God is with us Always. 

 

Early in the morning all the chief priests and the elders of the people reached 

the decision to have Jesus put to death. They bound him, led him away, and turned 

him over to Pilate the governor. 

 

May God’s Peace and Forgiveness reign over us all.  Until we meet again on Good 

Friday,  

And God will be with us always.  Amen. 

 All raise hand, palm facing outward and wave. 

 

BENEDICTION 


