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The People Gather in Silence 
 

Opening Song   “Were You There”   UMH 288 
 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 

Call to Worship (Selected from Isaiah 53)  1 
 
Who can believe what we have heard, 
    and for whose sake has the Lord’s arm been revealed? 
It was certainly our sickness that he carried, and our sufferings that he 
bore, 
    but we thought him afflicted, struck down by God and tormented. 
He was pierced because of our rebellions and crushed because of our crimes. 
    He bore the punishment that made us whole; 
by his wounds we are healed. 

 



[A moment of silence is kept.] 
 

Litany for Good Friday 2 
 
O Crucified Jesus, 
Son of the Father, 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
eternal Word of God, 
we worship you. 
 
O crucified Jesus, holy temple of God, 
dwelling place of the Most High, 
gate of heaven, burning flame of love, 
we worship you. 
 
O crucified Jesus, 
sanctuary of justice and love, 
full of kindness, source of faithfulness, 
we worship you. 
 
 
 
 
O crucified Jesus, ruler of every heart, 
in you are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, 
in you dwells all the fullness of the Godhead, 
we worship you. 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

[After a brief silence, the leader concludes the litany.] 



 
Almighty God, look with mercy on your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ 
was willing to be betrayed and to be given over to the hands of sinners and to 
suffer death on the cross; 
who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 
ever. 
Amen. 
 

First Lesson: Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
Look, my servant will succeed. 
    He will be exalted and lifted very high. 
Just as many were appalled by you, 
    he too appeared disfigured, inhuman, 
    his appearance unlike that of mortals. 
But he will astonish many nations. 
    Kings will be silenced because of him, 
    because they will see what they haven’t seen before; 
    what they haven’t heard before, they will ponder. 
 
Who can believe what we have heard, 
    and for whose sake has the Lord’s arm been revealed? 
He grew up like a young plant before us, 
    like a root from dry ground. 
He possessed no splendid form for us to see, 
    no desirable appearance. 
He was despised and avoided by others; 
    a man who suffered, who knew sickness well. 
Like someone from whom people hid their faces, 
    he was despised, and we didn’t think about him. 
 
It was certainly our sickness that he carried, 
    and our sufferings that he bore, 
    but we thought him afflicted, 
    struck down by God and tormented. 
He was pierced because of our rebellions 
    and crushed because of our crimes. 
    He bore the punishment that made us whole; 
    by his wounds we are healed. 
Like sheep we had all wandered away, 



    each going its own way, 
    but the Lord let fall on him all our crimes. 
 
He was oppressed and tormented, 
    but didn’t open his mouth. 
Like a lamb being brought to slaughter, 
    like a ewe silent before her shearers, 
    he didn’t open his mouth. 
 
Due to an unjust ruling he was taken away, 
    and his fate—who will think about it? 
He was eliminated from the land of the living, 
    struck dead because of my people’s rebellion. 
His grave was among the wicked, 
    his tomb with evildoers, 
    though he had done no violence, 
    and had spoken nothing false. 
 
But the Lord wanted to crush him 
    and to make him suffer. 
If his life is offered as restitution, 
    he will see his offspring; he will enjoy long life. 
    The Lord’s plans will come to fruition through him. 
After his deep anguish he will see light, and he will be satisfied. 
Through his knowledge, the righteous one, my servant, 
    will make many righteous, 
    and will bear their guilt. 
Therefore, I will give him a share with the great, 
    and he will divide the spoil with the strong, 
    in return for exposing his life to death 
    and being numbered with rebels, 
    though he carried the sin of many 
    and pleaded on behalf of those who rebelled.  The word of the Lord           
Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Lesson: Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 
Also, let’s hold on to the confession since we have a great high priest who 
passed through the heavens, who is Jesus, God’s Son; because we don’t have a 



high priest who can’t sympathize with our weaknesses but instead one who 
was tempted in every way that we are, except without sin. 
Finally, let’s draw near to the throne of favor with confidence so that we can 
receive mercy and find grace when we need help. 
During his days on earth, Christ offered prayers and requests with loud cries 
and tears as his sacrifices to the one who was able to save him from death. He 
was heard because of his godly devotion. Although he was a Son, he learned 
obedience from what he suffered. After he had been made perfect, he became 
the source of eternal salvation for everyone who obeys him. 
The Word of the Lord.                
 Thanks be to God. 
 

[A time of silence is kept, followed by the congregation  
praying The Lord's Prayer in unison.] 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Solemn Reproaches of the Cross 3 
 
O my people, O my church,  What have I done to you, or in what have I of-
fended you?  Answer me. 
I led you forth from the land of Egypt and delivered you by the waters of bap-
tism, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
I led you through the desert forty years and fed you with manna: I brought 
you through tribulation and penitence and gave you my body, the bread of 
heaven, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
What more could I have done for you that I have not done? I planted you, my 
chosen and fairest vineyard, I made you branches of my vine; but when I was 
thirsty, you gave me vinegar to drink and pierced with a spear the side of your 
Savior, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 



I went before you in a pillar of cloud, and you have led me to the judgment hall 
of Pilate.  I scourged your enemies and brought you to a land of freedom, but 
you have scourged, mocked, and beaten me. I gave you the water of salvation 
from the rock, but you have given me gall and left me to thirst, and you have 
prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
I gave you a royal scepter and bestowed the keys of the kingdom, but you have 
given me a crown of thorns. I raised you on high with great power, 
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
My peace I gave, which the world cannot give, and washed your feet as a sign 
of my love, but you draw the sword to strike in my name and seek high places 
in my kingdom.  I offered you my body and blood, but you scatter and deny 
and abandon me, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
I sent the Spirit of truth to guide you, and you close your hearts to the Counse-
lor.  I pray that all may be one in the Father and me, but you continue to quar-
rel and divide.  I call you to go and bring forth fruit, but you cast lots for my 
clothing, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
I grafted you into the tree of my chosen Israel, and you turned on them with 
persecution and mass murder. I made you joint heirs with them of my cove-
nants, but you made them scapegoats for your own guilt, and you have pre-
pared a cross for your Savior. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
I came to you as the least of your brothers and sisters; I was hungry and you 
gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and 
you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison 
and you did not visit me, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
[A time of silence is kept.] 

 

 A Reading From the Gospel of Luke 4 
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