
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The red light in the sanctuary represents the light of peace. 

LIVE-STREAM WORSHIP SERVICE 

Join us as we worship in spirit through our live-streamed worship celebration via 

Zoom and Facebook Live. Visit our website for connection instructions. 
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here. 

He is Risen! 

mailto:music@lakemerrittumc.org
mailto:office@lakemerrittumc.org
mailto:pastor@lakemerrittumc.org


Easter Sunday 
Sunday, April 12, 2020 

Celebration of Divine Worship 

Welcome          Rev. Pamela Kurtz, Pastor 

Moment of Silence     Let us prepare our hearts and minds in silence to worship God. 

Opening Prayer [Responsive] 
(inspired by Isaiah 43:18-19; 65:17, Revelation 21:5, Romans 12:2) 

 

ONE:  You are making all things new. 

MANY: A new heaven  

A new earth  

A new way of thinking  

A new way of being. 

  You are making all things new. 

 No more Death  

No more mourning  

No more crying  

No more pain. 

  You are making all things new. 

 Renew our minds  

to renew the world  

by living out 

your commandment of love 

ALL:          You are making all things new. 

~ originally posted on the Monthly Prayers page (now Weekly Worship) of the Christian 

Aid website. https://www.christianaid.org.uk/churches/weekly-worship 

 

Opening Song           Christ Is Risen! He Is Risen Indeed!    

          Joan Miller, Music Director 

 

1. How can it be, the One who died, Has born our sin through sacrifice 
To conquer every sting of death? Sing, sing hallelujah. 

2. For joy awakes as dawning light When Christ's disciples lift their eyes. 
Alive He stands, their Friend and King; Christ, Christ He is risen 

[Refrain:] 

Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! Oh, sing hallelujah. 
Join the chorus, sing with the redeemed; Christ is risen, He is risen indeed. 
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3. Where doubt and darkness once had been,  
They saw Him and their hearts believed. 
But blessed are those who have not seen, Yet, sing hallelujah. 

4. Once bound by fear now bold in faith,  
They preached the truth and power of grace. 
And pouring out their lives they gained Life, life everlasting. 

[Refrain] 

5. The power that raised Him from the grave 
 Now works in us to powerfully save. 
He frees our hearts to live His grace; Go tell of His goodness. 

[Refrain – 2x] 

 

Reading of Scripture                John 20:1-21 

(Dramatic Reading of the Scripture by Worship Vitality Team) 

Early in the morning of the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been taken away from the 

tomb. She ran to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 

said, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they’ve 

put him.” Peter and the other disciple left to go to the tomb. They were running 

together, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and was the first to arrive at the 

tomb. Bending down to take a look, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he didn’t 

go in. Following him, Simon Peter entered the tomb and saw the linen cloths lying 

there. He also saw the face cloth that had been on Jesus’ head. It wasn’t with the 

other clothes but was folded up in its own place. Then the other disciple, the one 

who arrived at the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. They didn’t yet 

understand the scripture that Jesus must rise from the dead. Then the disciples 

returned to the place where they were staying. 

Mary stood outside near the tomb, crying. As she cried, she bent down to look 

into the tomb. She saw two angels dressed in white, seated where the body of Jesus 

had been, one at the head and one at the foot. The angels asked her, “Woman, why 

are you crying?” 

She replied, “They have taken away my Lord, and I don’t know where they’ve 

put him.” As soon as she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 

there, but she didn’t know it was Jesus. 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?” 

Thinking he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you have carried him away, 

tell me where you have put him and I will get him.” 

Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabbouni” (which means Teacher). 



Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold on to me, for I haven’t yet gone up to my Father. 

Go to my brothers and sisters and tell them, ‘I’m going up to my Father and your 

Father, to my God and your God.’” 

Mary Magdalene left and announced to the disciples, “I’ve seen the Lord.” 

Then she told them what he said to her. 

It was still the first day of the week. That evening, while the disciples were 

behind closed doors because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities, Jesus came 

and stood among them. He said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed 

them his hands and his side. When the disciples saw the Lord, they were filled with 

joy. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I am 

sending you.” 

 

Homily         “Buried Hope Born Anew”          

                     Rev. Pamela Kurtz 

Prayers of The People   

Rev. Pam will lift up prayer requests previously sent to her.  
When the pastor says “Lord,” the people respond: “Hear Our Prayer.”  

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD 

Invitation & Prayer Over Offerings 
 Please prepare your checks for mailing, or cash for drop off at the church office 

while our Music Director leads us in our Thanksgiving Song. 

Thanksgiving Song         What A Mighty God We Serve        

What a mighty God we serve! 

What a mighty God we serve! 

Angels bow before you, 

Heaven and earth adore you! 

What a mighty God we serve! 
[Repeat] 

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Prayer of Confession & Words of Assurance    led by Rev. Pam 

Sharing The Peace of Christ 
Go to your windows now, open them, and with joyful noise proclaim, 

“PEACE BE WITH YOU ALL!” then come back!      

Words of Institution & Sharing Holy Communion 



 

Communion Song        Come to the Table of Grace (Peace, Love, Joy) 

Come to the table of grace. Come to the table of grace. 
This is God's table; it's not yours or mine. Come to the table of grace. 

 

Gratitude Times         Pastor Pam will share gratitudes previously sent to her. 

Closing Song      Christ, the Lord is Risen Today 

1. Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! Earth and heaven in chorus say, 
Alleluia! Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! Sing, ye heavens, and 
earth reply, Alleluia! 

2. Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia! Fought the fight, the battle won, 
Alleluia! Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! Christ has opened paradise, 
Alleluia! 

3. Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! Where, O death, is now thy sting? 
Alleluia! Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia! Where's thy victory, boasting 
grave? Alleluia! 

4. Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! Following our exalted Head, 
Alleluia! Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! Ours the cross, the grave, the 
skies, Alleluia! 

6.  King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia! Everlasting life is this, Alleluia! 
Thee to know, thy power to prove, Alleluia! Thus to sing, and thus to love, 
Alleluia! 
 

Benediction 

 All raise hand, palm facing outward and wave. 


