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Sunday, June 28, 2020 
4th Sunday after Pentecost 

Celebration of Divine Worship 

 

WELCOME               Rev. Pamela Kurtz, Pastor 

MOMENT OF SILENCE    Let us prepare our hearts and minds in silence to worship God. 

CALL TO WORSHIP [Responsive]       Linda & Don Weingarten  

ONE: I stood up for justice and the right; 

don’t leave me to the mercy of my oppressors. 

 

MANY: Take the side of your servant, good God; 

      don’t let the godless take advantage of me. 
 

I can’t keep my eyes open any longer, waiting for you 

to keep your promise to set everything right. 

 

Let your love dictate how you deal with me; 

teach me from your textbook on life. 

 

I’m your servant—help me understand what that means, 

the inner meaning of your instructions. 

 

It’s time to act, GOD; 

they’ve made a shambles of your revelation! 

 

Yea-Saying God, I love what you command, 

I love it better than gold and gemstones; 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OPENING SONG       Jesus Calls Us to Compassion  [Tune: Galilee – UMH 398] 
   Joan Miller, Song Leader 

1. Jesus calls us to compassion, 
Midst the tumult that we see; 
Day by day his voice calls to us,  
“Be compassionate like me.” 

2. With compassion Lord please move us, 
Into action serving thee. 
That we care with love and justice,  
joining all humanity. 

3. Each compassionate act of service 
upholding dignity 
brings forth freedom, peace and justice; 
joins us in community. 

Written by Margaret LeWright 

 

READING OF SCRIPTURE Proverbs 31:8-9(CEB); Micah 6:8(MSG);  

James 2:14-26(CEB); Mark 1:41-45(CEB)  
     Linda & Don Weingarten 

 

Speak out on behalf of the voiceless, 

    and for the rights of all who are vulnerable.  

Speak out in order to judge with righteousness 

    and to defend the needy and the poor. 

But he’s already made it plain how to live, what to do, 

    what GOD is looking for in men and women. 

It’s quite simple: Do what is fair and just to your neighbor, 

    be compassionate and loyal in your love, 

And don’t take yourself too seriously— 

    take God seriously. 

My brothers and sisters, what good is it if people say they have faith but do nothing to show it? 

Claiming to have faith can’t save anyone, can it? Imagine a brother or sister who is naked and 

never has enough food to eat. What if one of you said, “Go in peace! Stay warm! Have a nice 

meal!”? What good is it if you don’t actually give them what their body needs? In the same 

way, faith is dead when it doesn’t result in faithful activity. 

Someone might claim, “You have faith and I have action.” But how can I see your faith apart 

from your actions? Instead, I’ll show you my faith by putting it into practice in faithful 

action. It’s good that you believe that God is one. Ha! Even the demons believe this, and they 



tremble with fear. Are you so slow? Do you need to be shown that faith without actions has no 

value at all? What about Abraham, our father? Wasn’t he shown to be righteous through his 

actions when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? See, his faith was at work along with his 

actions. In fact, his faith was made complete by his faithful actions. So the scripture was 

fulfilled that says, Abraham believed God, and God regarded him as righteous.[a] What is more, 

Abraham was called God’s friend. So, you see that a person is shown to be righteous through 

faithful actions and not through faith alone. In the same way, wasn’t Rahab the prostitute shown 

to be righteous when she received the messengers as her guests and then sent them on by 

another road? As the lifeless body is dead, so faith without actions is dead. 

A man with a skin disease approached Jesus, fell to his knees, and begged, “If you want, you 

can make me clean.” 

Incensed, Jesus reached out his hand, touched him, and said, “I do want to. Be 

clean.” Instantly, the skin disease left him, and he was clean. Sternly, Jesus sent him 

away, saying, “Don’t say anything to anyone. Instead, go and show yourself to the priest and 

offer the sacrifice for your cleansing that Moses commanded. This will be a testimony to them.” 

Instead, he went out and started talking freely and spreading the news so that Jesus wasn’t able 

to enter a town openly. He remained outside in deserted places, but people came to him from 

everywhere. 

 

       

MESSAGE                  Compassion and Compassionate Works 
    Paul Bell-Tull & Tom Huetteman     

   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

Pastor Pam will lift up prayer requests previously sent to her.  
When the pastor says “Lord,” the people respond: “Hear Our Prayer.” 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD 

INVITATION & PRAYER OVER OFFERINGS 

Please prepare your checks for mailing, or cash for drop off at the church office while our 

Music Director leads us in our Thanksgiving Song. 

THANKSGIVING SONG   We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise    TFWS 2031 

We bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the Lord. 
We bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the Lord. 

And we offer up to You the sacrifices of thanksgiving; 
And we offer up to You the sacrifices of joy. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2031%3A8-9%3B%20Micah%206%3A8b%3B%20James%202%3A14-26%3B%20mark%201%3A40-45%3B%20&version=MSG;CEB#fen-CEB-30296a


    CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION             

PRAYER OF CONFESSION & AFFIRMATION 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS      (UMH 886)   

We believe in God, creator of the world and of all people; 

     and in Jesus Christ, incarnate among us, 

     who died and rose again; 

     and in the Holy Spirit, 

present with us to guide, strengthen, and comfort. 

We believe ; 

God, help our unbelief. 

We rejoice in every sign of God's Kingdom; 

     in the upholding of human dignity and community; 

     in every expression of love, justice and reconciliation; 

     in each act of self-giving on behalf of others; 

     in the abundance of God's gifts 

entrusted to us that all may have enough; 

in all responsible use of the earth's resources. 

Glory be to God on high; 

and on earth, be peace . 

We confess our sin, individual and collective, 

by silence or action: 

     through the violation of human dignity 

     based on race, class, age, sex, nation, or faith; 

     through the exploitation of people 

     because of greed and indifference 

     through the misuse of power 

     in personal, communal, national, and international life; 

     through the search for security 

     by those military and economic forces 

     that threaten human existence; 

     through the abuse of technology 

which endangers the earth and all life upon it. 

Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy . 

We commit ourselves individually and as a community 

     to the way of Christ: 

     to take up the cross; 

     to seek abundant life for all humanity; 

     to struggle for peace with justice and freedom; 

     to risk ourselves in faith, hope, and love, 

praying that God's kingdom may come. 

The kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. 

Amen 



SILENT PRAYER FOR CONFESSION & HOPE 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST     Jane Sliheet  

God’s life-giving Word and Spirit enable us to live in a new obedience, opening 

new possibilities of life for society and the world.  Thanks be to God for the Good 

News: 

In Christ Jesus, we are all forgiven.  Amen. 

Go to your windows now, open them, and with joyful noise proclaim, 

“Peace be with you all!” then come back! 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION & SHARING HOLY COMMUNION 

GRATITUDE TIMES   Gratitudes previously sent to Rev. Pam will be shared. 

CLOSING SONG    We Are the Church 
               Joan Miller 

 
[Refrain:] 
I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together! 
All who follow Jesus, all around the world! Yes, we're the church together! 
 

1. The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple 
The church is not a resting place, the church is a people.  Refrain 

2. We're many kinds of people, with many kinds of faces; 
All colors and all ages too, from all times and places.  Refrain 

3. Sometimes the church is marching, sometimes it's bravely burning, 
Sometimes it's riding, sometimes hiding, always it's learning.  Refrain 

4. And when the people gather, there's singing and there's praying, 
There's laughing and there's crying sometimes, all of it saying:  Refrain 

5. At Pentecost some people received the Holy Spirit 
And told the Good News through the world to all who would hear it.  Refrain 

      

 

BENEDICTION             Rev. Pam 

All raise hand, palm facing outward and wave goodbye. 


