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Sunday, December 20, 2020 
Sixth Sunday of Advent 

Celebration of Divine Worship 

WELCOME           

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

INTROIT              I Believe 
              W&M: Mark Miller 
       LMUMC Voice Choir feat. Wayne & Judi Fabrizio 

I believe in the Sun, I believe in the Sun, 
even when, even when, it’s not shining. (2x) 

OPENING PRAYER [responsive]:                                      

 The depth of night 

The depth of night 
 The fear of the “other” 

The fear of the “other” 
The loneliness of fear  

The loneliness of fear  
 
Holy One, 
we thank you for the glimpses we catch 
of your gift of light. 
Even in the midst of fear, 
of challenge, of struggle- 
even when our future seems overshadowed 
by the veil of today, 
ignite the flame of light within us. 
… that we might glow with its brilliance from the inside out. 

I believe in the Sun, 
I believe in the Sun, 
even when… even when… 
it’s not shining. 

Help us face the uncertainty of the future 
and embrace the assurance that the light is already there, 
and will always be. 



OPENING SONG                    Star-Child       TFWS 2095 
          Joan Miller, Music Director 

1. Star Child, earth Child, go between of God, 

love Child, Christ Child, heaven's lighting rod, 

This year, this year, let the day arrive  

when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive! 

2. Street child, beat child, no place left to go, 

hurt child, used child, no one wants to know, 

This year, this year, let the day arrive 

when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive! 

3. Grown child, old child, memory full of years, 

sad child, lost child, story told in tears, 

This year, this year, let the day arrive  

when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive! 

4. Spared child, spoiled child, having, wanting more, 

wise child, faith child, knowing joy in store, 

This year, this year, let the day arrive  

when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive! 

5. Hope-for-peace Child, God's stupendous sign, 

down-to-earth Child, Star of stars that shine, 

This year, this year, let the day arrive  

when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive! 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Pastor: “Lord,” 
People: “Hear our Prayers.”     

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 *We invite you to use any other name to refer to the Divine with which you are 
comfortable ~ God, Father, Mother, Creator, etc. 

Our *Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen. 



OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD 

Please prepare your checks for mailing, or cash for drop off at the church office while our Music 
Director leads us in our Thanksgiving Song. 

THANKSGIVING SONG       We Believe (sung to ‘Give Thanks’) TFWS 2036 

Believe, with a hopeful heart! 

Believe, and shine your light! 

Believe, because the song we sing is sung for all! 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong;” 

let the poor say, “I am rich 

because of what our Lord has done for us.” 

Believe! 

 

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION & RESOLVE  [responsive] 

In times when humanity disappoints,  
perhaps when even our own thoughts and behaviors disappoint, 
it is an important act to call out, name and claim, the consequences of our 
wrongs. 
And in times of distress, it is a prophetic act to call out, name and claim, our 
belief in  
peace for the world. 

I believe that we have been taught to fear one another 

I believe that we are capable of learning to love. 

I believe that we have looked the other way too many times. 

I believe that we are capable of facing reality and working for change. 

I believe that our fear of difference has robbed us of compassion. 

I believe that we can look deeper and hold onto the things that we have in 
common. 

We believe, even when we are discouraged. 
We believe, that when we are discouraged, 

    raising our voices for justice will offer us love! 

 

TIME OF SILENCE FOR PRAYERS OF FORGIVENESS & HOPE 



ASSURANCE OF GRACE [responsive]: 

Jesus is coming. Jesus is coming to end the oppression and tyranny of this 
world, to dry the tears of all those who weep, and to remind each and every 
one of us just how much we are loved.  So, raise your hands upwards to 
give thanks to God who tells you: You are forgiven; you are set free. Now, 
use your hands, your feet, your eyes and your words to remind this world 
that Jesus is coming, to remind this world that God’s kin-dom is one of 
justice, mercy and the greatest love. 

Praise be to the God who reigns with justice and mercy.  Amen! 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

As forgiven people living in anticipation of Jesus’s coming, let us share 
peace with our siblings in the world.       

We go to our windows and doors and share with the world:  
“the peace of Christ be with you!” 

SHARING THE HOLY COMMUNION OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

GRATITUDE TIMES 

Children’s Christmas Play 
LMUMC Children 

Writer & Director: Susannah Wood 

CLOSING SONG           Joy to the World      UMH 251        

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 

2. Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat, the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 



3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as the curse is found. 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

BENEDICTION    
Pastor: I invite you to light your candle and hold it high for the Benediction: 

We light the Advent candles against the winter night,  
not “because of,” or “during,” but “against,”  
reminding us that the light of Advent,  
like the light of Christ, is a veritable protest to and resistance of  
the darkness that gathers all around us.  
And so, my friends, like bells ringing out the news 
that the sun still shines even on cloudy days, 
fill the night left by sadness with messages of hope. 
Go into your lives humming the tunes that keep that hope alive in you 
and that spur you on in your work of justice and reconciliation. 
Raise your voices and repeat after me…  
“do not be afraid!”  
Do not be afraid! 
Amen! 

POSTLUDE       I Believe 
       LMUMC Chimes Choir 


