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Welcome & Orientation           Rev. Emily Lin, 

Pastor Twin Towers UMC 

 

 Call to Worship           Rev. Meina Ko, Pastor, Chinese Community UMC 

Rev. Pamela Kurtz, Pastor, Lake Merritt UMC 

from “I Still have a Dream: 

Service Prayers for Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend 2020” by Rev. Trayce Potter 

God of our ancestors and God of our dreams, 

we gather today to remember 

that you have created us all in your image and in your likeness 

And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible. 

We remember how you spoke into the darkness and created light 

And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible. 

We remember the ways you have delivered your people 

through trials and tribulations since the beginning of time, 

right up until this present moment 

And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible. 

You have comforted us 

through the middle passage, racism, segregation, 

stripped identities and unjust laws 

And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible. 

God you have been the guiding light along the paths of Hope and Love 

leading toward a beloved community 

where all are equally seen and radically loved 

And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible. 

We gather today remembering your presence amongst us and the call 

to do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with you and our neighbors. 

 

Opening Prayer             Rev. Meina Ko, Pastor, CCUMC  

from: “I Still have a Dream: 

Service Prayers for Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend 2020” by Rev. Trayce Potter 

 

God of our weary years and God of our silent tears, 

thou who has brought us thus far on the way, 

we invite your presence into our midst 

as we pay tribute to all who have labored for justice, equality and love. 

We pray that in this moment you would strengthen us 

to continue to fight for the fulfillment of the dream that the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. so eloquently laid out on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial. 



 

Help us to labor so that every valley is exalted, 

every hill and mountain made low, 

the rough places are plain, and the crooked places made straight 

so that the glory of the Lord is revealed, 

and all flesh see it together. 

Let your love guide us to see one another as fully human with diverse hues, colors, 

ethnicities and cultures, 

and respect the content of their character. 

Let your spirit strengthen us for the fight of today and tomorrow 

until all God’s children can say with full conviction, 

“Free at last. Free at last. Thank God All-Mighty, I’m free at last.” Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn  Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness  

1. Praise the one who breaks the darkness 

With a liberating light. 

Praise the one who frees the prisoners, 

Turning blindness into sight. 

Praise the one who preached the Gospel, 

Healing every dread disease, 

Calming storms and feeding thousands 

With the very bread of peace. 

2. Praise the one who blessed the children 

With a strong yet gentle word. 

Praise the one who drove out demons 

With a piercing two-edged sword. 

Praise the one who brings cool water 

To the desert's burning sand. 

From this well comes living water, 

Quenching thirst in every land. 

3. Praise the one true love incarnate: 

Christ who suffered in our place. 

Jesus died and rose for many 

That we may know God by grace. 

Let us sing for joy and gladness, 

Seeing what our God has done. 

Praise the one redeeming glory, 

Praise the One who makes us one. 

 

 

 



 

Scripture Lesson - Amos 5:14-24; Matthew 10:34-39 

Becky Wong and Rod Murray 

Amos 5:14-24 

Seek good and not evil, 

        that you may live; 

    and so the Lord, the God of heavenly forces, 

        will be with you just as you have said. 

Hate evil, love good, 

        and establish justice at the city gate. 

Perhaps the Lord God of heavenly forces 

        will be gracious to what is left of Joseph. 

Truly, the Lord proclaims, 

        the God of heavenly forces, the Lord: 

    Crying will be heard in all the squares. 

        In all the streets they will say, “Oh no! Oh no!” 

    They will call upon the farmers to wail, 

        and those skilled in mourning to lament. 

In all the vineyards there will be bitter crying because 

        I will pass through your midst, 

says the Lord. 

Doom to those who desire the day of the Lord! 

        Why do you want the day of the Lord? 

It is darkness, not light; 

    as if someone fled from a lion, 

        and was met by a bear; 

    or sought refuge in a house, 

        rested a hand against the wall, 

        and was bitten by a snake. 

Isn’t the day of the Lord darkness, not light; 

        all dark with no brightness in it? 

I hate, I reject your festivals; 

    I don’t enjoy your joyous assemblies. 

If you bring me your entirely burned offerings and gifts of food— 

        I won’t be pleased; 

    I won’t even look at your offerings of well-fed animals. 

Take away the noise of your songs; 

        I won’t listen to the melody of your harps. 

But let justice roll down like waters, 

        and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

 



 

Matthew 10:34-39 

“Don’t think that I’ve come to bring peace to the earth. I haven’t come to bring peace 

but a sword. I’ve come to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, 

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. People’s enemies are members of their 

own households. 

“Those who love father or mother more than me aren’t worthy of me. Those who love 

son or daughter more than me aren’t worthy of me. Those who don’t pick up their 

crosses and follow me aren’t worthy of me. Those who find their lives will lose them, 

and those who lose their lives because of me will find them. 

 

Sermon                  Rev. Staci Current 

District Superintendent, Bay District, CNUMC 

 

Choral Anthem   Up to the Mountain  Joan Miller & LMUMC Choir 

from LMUMC Lift Concert, 2019 

Response of Lament, Confession, and Resolve  

Rev. Emily Lin, Pastor, Brenda Wong, David Betts, Rev. Mike Friedrich, Deacon 

Radio broadcasts from Ebenezer Baptist Church between July and September of 1953. 

https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/prayers 

 

O thou Eternal God, out of whose absolute power and infinite intelligence the whole 

universe has come into being. We humbly confess that we have not loved thee with our 

hearts, souls and minds and we have not loved our neighbors as Christ loved us. We 

have all too often lived by our own selfish impulses rather than by the life of sacrificial 

love as revealed by Christ. We often give in order to receive, we love our friends and 

hate our enemies, we go the first mile but dare not travel the second, we forgive but dare 

not forget. And so as we look within ourselves we are confronted with the appalling fact 

that the history of our lives is the history of an eternal revolt against thee. But thou, O 

God, have mercy upon us. Forgive us for what we could have been but failed to be. 

Give us the intelligence to know thy will. Give us the courage to do thy will. Give us the 

devotion to love thy will. In the name and spirit of Jesus we pray. Amen. 

Musical Response      Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying, Refrain   TFWS 2193 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 

Our Holy Father, we confess the weakness and sinfulness of our lives. We have 

often turned away from thee to seek our own desires. And often when we have done no 

evil, we have undertaken nothing of good, and so have been guilty of uselessness and 

https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/prayers


 

neglect. From this sin of idleness and indifference set us free. Lead us into fruitful 

effort, and deliver us from profitless lives. We ask in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

Musical Response      Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying, Refrain   TFWS 2193 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 

Most Gracious and all wise God; Before whose face the generations rise and fall; Thou 

in whom we live, and move, and have our being. We thank thee for all of thy good and 

gracious gifts, for life and for health; for food and for raiment; for the beauties of nature 

and the love of human nature. We come before thee painfully aware of our inadequacies 

and shortcomings. We realize that we stand surrounded with the mountains of love and 

we deliberately dwell in the valley of hate. We stand amid the forces of truth and 

deliberately lie; We are forever offered the high road and yet we choose to travel the 

low road. For these sins O God forgive. Break the spell of that which blinds our minds. 

Purify our hearts that we may see thee. O God in these turbulent days when fear and 

doubt are mounting high give us broad visions, penetrating eyes, and power of 

endurance. Help us to work with renewed vigor for a warless world, for a better 

distribution of wealth, and for a brotherhood that transcends race or color. In the name 

and spirit of Jesus we pray. Amen.  

Musical Response  Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying, Refrain  TFWS 2193 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 

Our loving Father, from Thy hand have come all the days of the past. To Thee we 

look for whatever good the future holds. We are not satisfied with the world as we have 

found it. It is too little the kingdom of God as yet. Grant us the privilege of a part in its 

regeneration. We are looking for a new earth in which dwells righteousness. It is our 

prayer that we may be children of light, the kind of people for whose coming and 

ministry the world is waiting. Amen. 

Pastoral Prayer          Rev. Emily Lin, Pastor 

Gracious God, you create us and love us and call us Beloved.  You make us to live 

together in community. We thank you for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr and all your 

children who have been filled with your dreams for our lives, and have worked - 

fiercely, courageously, in hope - to bring your dreams to fruition. Fill us with your 

dreams.  Guide us to live by your dreams, working to build the beloved community, 

where everyone is welcomed, walls are torn down, all are valued, power is shared, 



 

privilege is no more, justice and righteousness flow, and all your children know 

wholeness and well-being.  In the powerful name and way of Jesus, we pray.   

Let us continue in the prayer Jesus taught us when he said... 

The Lord’s Prayer            Ecumenical Version (UMH 894) 

*We invite you to use any name to refer to the Divine with which you are comfortable ~ God, Father, 

Mother, Creator, etc. 

Our *Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Offering           Rev. Emily Lin, Pastor 

Song of Thanksgiving    Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord.          TFWS 2035 

Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord.  Praise God’s holy name, Alleluia. (Repeat) 

Praise God’s holy name, Alleluia. (Repeat) 

 

Offering Prayer 

O God, we commit to use all our gifts - wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, 

working of miracles, prophecy, discernment, tongues, administration, hospitality, 

and finances - in the service of acting as co-workers with you and each other for 

peace and justice to flow like a mighty stream.  Amen. 

 

Holy Communion              Rev. Pamela Kurtz, Pastor 

Invitation and Moment of Silence 

Sharing the Bread of Life and the Cup of Forgiveness 

 

Closing Hymn    I Have a Dream             W&S 3127 

1. “I have a dream”, a man once said, 

“where all is perfect peace; 

where men and women, black and white, 

stand hand in hand, and all unite 

in freedom and in love.” 

2. But in this world of bitter strife 

the dream can often fade; 

reality seems dark as night, 

we catch but glimpses of the light 

Christ sheds on humankind. 



 

3. Fierce persecution, war, and hate 

are raging everywhere; 

God calls us now to pay the price 

through struggles and through sacrifice 

of standing for the right. 

4. So dream the dreams and sing the songs, 

but never be content: 

for thoughts and words don’t ease the pain: 

unless there’s action, all is vain; 

faith proves itself in deeds. 

5. Lord, give us vision, make us strong, 

help us to do your will; 

don’t let us rest until we see 

your love throughout humanity 

uniting us in peace. 

 

Benediction                 Rev. Staci Current, 

District Superintendent, Bay District, CNUMC 

 

Postlude      There’s a Balm 


