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February 28, 2021 
Second Sunday of Lent 

Celebration of Divine Worship 
WELCOME           

INTROIT               This Path               Chuck Bell & Marcia McFee 

  Judi and Wayne Fabrizio 

There’s a path… though it winds its way through darkness 
We would choose… to avoid it if we could  

We awake… to an unexpected calling 
God says, “come… there are gifts in the Dark Wood” 

Moment of Spiritual Reflection 

There’s a path (echo: there’s a path) … though it winds its way through darkness 
We would choose (we would choose) … to avoid it if we could  

We awake (we awake) … to an unexpected calling 
God says, “come (God says, “come) … there are gifts in the Dark Wood” 

OPENING PRAYER 
Trusted Love, enter our lives 

and open us to the gifts residing deep within the Holy Darkness of our lives. 
Help us to empty ourselves 

with every breath. 
Make room in us 

so that you might take up residence 
in the very marrow of our bones. 

In your many names, we pray. Amen. 

 
OPENING SONG    

    Spirit of the Living God  UMH 393 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.  

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

[Repeat] 

 

READING OF SCRIPTURE 

Mark 15:22-38; Luke 17:33 (CEB)        Horacio Cervantez  
 

They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha, which means Skull Place. 
They tried to give him wine mixed with myrrh, but he didn’t take it.  



They crucified him. They divided up his clothes,  
drawing lots for them to determine who would take what.  
It was nine in the morning when they crucified him.  
The notice of the formal charge against him was written,  
“The king of the Jews.”  

They crucified two outlaws with him, one on his right and one on his left. 
People walking by insulted him,  
shaking their heads and saying,  
“Ha! So you were going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days,  
were you? Save yourself and come down from that cross!” 
In the same way, the chief priests were making fun of him  
among themselves, together with the legal experts.  
“He saved others,” they said,  
“but he can’t save himself. Let the Christ, the king of Israel, 
 come down from the cross. Then we’ll see and believe.”  
Even those who had been crucified with Jesus insulted him. 

From noon until three in the afternoon the whole earth was dark.  
At three, Jesus cried out with a loud shout, “Eloi, eloi, lama sabachthani,”  
which means, “My God, my God, why have you left me?” 

After hearing him, some standing there said,  
“Look! He’s calling Elijah!”  

Someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, and put it on a pole. 
 He offered it to Jesus to drink, saying,  
“Let’s see if Elijah will come to take him down.”   
But Jesus let out a loud cry and died. 
The curtain of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom.  

When the centurion, who stood facing Jesus, saw how he died, he said, “This man 
was certainly God’s Son.” 

Luke 17:33 
“Whoever tries to preserve their life will lose it, 
 but whoever loses their life will preserve it.”     

SERMON        “The Gift of Emptiness”         Rev. Pamela Kurtz, Pastor 

Excerpt from A Hidden Wholeness: The Journey Toward an Undivided Life 

“Like a wild animal, soul is tough, resilient, resourceful, savvy, and self-sufficient: it 
knows how to survive in hard places. I learned about these qualities during my bouts 
with depression. In that deadly darkness, the faculties I had always depended on 
collapsed. My intellect was useless; my emotions were dead; my will was impotent; my 
ego was shattered. But from time to time, deep in the thickets of my inner wilderness, I 
could sense the presence of something that knew how to stay alive even when the rest 
of me wanted to die. That something was my tough and tenacious soul.” Parker Palmer 
(57) 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/93551


ANTHEM    “Be Still My Soul”     
      performed by: “Naturally 7” – an American a capella group 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

When Pastor says “Lord,” 

People Respond: Hear our Prayers 
 

The Lord’s Prayer - Ecumenical Version (UMH 894) 
*We invite you to use any other name to refer to the Divine with which you are 
comfortable ~ God, Father, Mother, Creator, etc. 

Our *Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 
 

OFFERING TIME 

OFFERING WORDS 

THANKSGIVING SONG         Step by Step  W&S 3004 

Oh God, You are my God 
And I will ever praise You 
Oh God, You are my God 

And, I will ever praise You 

I will seek You in the morning 
And I will learn to 
Walk in Your ways 

And step by step You'll lead me 
And I will follow You all of my days 

SHARING THE HOLY COMMUNION OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

Prayer of Confession and Resolve (Responsive): 

For filling up our lives with little room for You, 
Forgive and restore us, O God. 

For worry that outlasts trust, 
Forgive and restore us, O God. 

For choosing being right over being in relationship, 
Forgive and restore us, O God. 

 

TIME OF SILENCE FOR PRAYERS OF FORGIVENESS AND HOPE 



Assurance of Grace 

Hear these words of assurance: 
God chooses relationship over perfection.  Who you are is “loved by God.” 
God is with you, forgiving and restoring you to wholeheartedness. 

Passing the Peace 

 As forgiven people living in the midst of the work of Jesus, let us share 
peace with our siblings in the world. 

(We go to our windows and doors and share with the world: the peace of Christ be with you!) 

GRATITUDE TIMES 

CLOSING SONG 
Open My Eyes             UMH 454 

1. Open my eyes, that I may see 

glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 

place in my hands the wonderful key 

that shall unclasp and set me free. 

Silently now I wait for thee, 

ready, my God, thy will to see. 

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

2. Open my ears, that I may hear 

voices of truth thou sendest clear; 

and while the wavenotes fall on my ear, 

everything false will disappear. 

Silently now I wait for thee, 

ready, my God, thy will to see. 

Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

3. Open my mouth, and let me bear 

gladly the warm truth everywhere; 

open my heart and let me prepare 

love with thy children thus to share. 

Silently now I wait for thee, 

ready, my God, thy will to see. 

Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

                  

BENEDICTION (responsive) 

You have a place in this world; a place where everything comes together in your body 
and you disappear into a seamless whole. Move with and through those shortcomings 
that afflict you, and inhabit this world with your fullest self.  

 



May the Spirit of the Living God, 
Made known to us most fully within life’s Dark Wood: 

Go before you to show you the way; 
Go above you to watch over you; 

Go behind you to push you into places you may not necessarily go yourself; 
Go beneath you to uphold and uplift you; 

Go beside you to be your strong and constant companion;  

And dwell within you to remind you that you are surely not alone,  
And that you are loved—loved beyond your wildest imagination.  

And may the fire of God’s blessing burn brightly upon you, and within you, 
Now and always. 

Amen.  

POSTLUDE    There’s a Path 

There’s a path (there’s a path) … and it leads us out together 
To the wood (to the wood) … where the darkness hovers still 

We are sent (we are sent) … and the Spirit goes before us 
God says, “go (God says, go) … be my presence in the world.” 


