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April 11, 2021 
Second Sunday of Easter 

Celebration of Divine Worship 
WELCOME           

INTROIT            Comedy Today                     W&M: Stephen Sondheim-  

Comedy Tonight (adapt.) 

Something familiar 
Something peculiar 

Something for everyone: 
A comedy today! 

Something appealing 
Something appalling 

Something for everyone: 
A comedy today! 

Nothing with kings, nothing with crowns; 
Bring on the lovers, liars and clowns! 

Old situations 
New complications 

Nothing portentous or polite; 
Tragedy tomorrow 

Comedy today! 

CALL TO WORSHIP          Rev. Pam & David Betts 

We believe in God, who made us in His image. 

We live, we love, we laugh, because we are like Him. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our Lord and Savior. 

He had the last laugh on the devil when He rose from the dead. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

coequal and coeternal with the Father and the Son. 

Our counselor, our guide, our motivator – He is our joy!  Amen. 

— from the website of the Charlton United Methodist Church. (Adapt)  

SONGS, A READING, AND SCRIPTURE 

                       O Jesus, I Have Promised  

            [to the tune of ‘The Muppets Theme Song’] 

1. O Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end; 
    be thou forever near me, my Master and my friend. 
    I shall not fear the battle if thou art by my side, 
    nor wander from the pathway if thou wilt be my guide. 



2. O let me feel thee near me! The world is ever near; 
    I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear; 
    my foes are ever near me, around me and within; 
    but Jesus, draw thou nearer, and shield my soul from sin. 

3. O let me hear thee speaking in accents clear and still, 
    above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will. 
    O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; 
    O speak, and make me listen, thou guardian of my soul. 

4. O Jesus, thou hast promised to all who follow thee 
    that where thou art in glory there shall thy servant be. 
    And Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end; 
    O give me grace to follow, my Master and my Friend. 

SCRIPTURE     Psalm 37:12-13; Psalm 126:2; Ecclesiastes 8:15  David Betts  

The wicked plot against the godly; they snarl at them in defiance. But the Lord just laughs, for 

God sees their day of judgment coming. (Ps. 37:12-13) 

We were filled with laughter, and we sang for joy. And the other nations said, “What amazing 

things the Lord has done for them.” (Ps. 126:2) 

So I recommend having fun, because there is nothing better for people in this world than to eat, 

drink, and enjoy life. This is what will accompany them in their hard work, during the lifetime 

that God gives under the sun. (Eccles. 8:15) 

 

                     Take Time to be Funny 

  [to the tune of ‘Holiness (Take Time To Be Holy)’] 

1. Take time to be funny, rejoice in the Lord 
    Let laughter explode and have fun with God’s Word 
    For laughter is healing, gives strength to the weak 
    God loves to see smiles, for they lift up the meek. 

2. Take time to be silly, it’s good for the soul 
        Too many are somber, grabbing control. 

    Let go and let God’s love wash over your soul 
        Heavenly transcendence can be your life’s goal. 

3. Old Sarah and Abram – a child they lacked 
    But God’s angels promised and she birthed Isaac 
    In Hebrew that’s “laughter”, go check if you want 
    Genesis Seven-teen is where it is found. 

4. For humor is holy, it sanctifies life, 
    Replenishes hope and oft softens advice 
    It undercuts sorrow, deflates haughty pride 
    So, smile and hang on, and rejoice in life’s ride. 

— authorship unknown. 



Prayers of the People – Rev. Pam 

When Pastor says “Lord,” 

   Respond: Hear our Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer - Ecumenical Version (UMH 894) 
*We invite you to use any other name to refer to the Divine with which you are comfortable ~ 

God, Father, Mother, Creator, etc. 

Our Father in heaven, let Your holy name be known, let Your kingdom come, and Your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today the bread that we need, and forgive us our wrongs, and OK, we’ll forgive those who 
have done wrong to us, too. 

Do not lead us into trial, but save us from evil. For we want for You alone to rule in our hearts. 
You have power to transform, and in the light of Your smile is Your glory.  Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Prayer of Confession and Resolve (Responsive)            David Betts  

None of us likes to look foolish, but which is sillier?  Chasing after the world and all its gaudy 

trinkets which flatter our souls, or being a 'fool for Christ', imitating him in service to others, 

offering ourselves in love and joy to the world?  Let us admit to God the foolish choices we make 

each and every day, as we pray, saying, 

You know better than we do, Amused God, 

what important people we believe we are.  

Believing we have to be serious all the time, 

we miss out on the joy of your creation.  

Choosing to feast on the pain of the world, 

we skip the picnic offered in paradise.  

Clinging to the despair which is our best friend, 

we ignore Jesus. 

who can bring us home to your heart. 

Forgive us, Heart of Joy, 

and make us open to the startling, and upside-down, ways 

in which you work. 

Fill us with Easter's laughter; 

fill us with your healing joy; 

fill us with the love poured into us 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

TIME OF SILENCE FOR PRAYERS OF FORGIVENESS AND HOPE 

Assurance of Grace 

The Gospels tell us over and over again of the joy which comes to us through Christ. When Jesus 

was around, lives were changed, the sick were healed, the sorrowful began to laugh with joy.  The 

good news is that this joy is now given to us. 

Through the Holy Spirit, we are gifted with joy.  

We are sent forth to bring good news to the oppressed, 

to bring healing to the broken, 



to anoint everyone with the oil of gladness. 

Thanks be to God, we are forgiven.  Amen. 
— written by Thom Shuman, on his excellent Lectionary Liturgies blog. 

Passing the Peace 

Pastor: As forgiven people living in the midst of the work of Jesus, let us share peace with 

our siblings in the world. 

(We go to our windows and doors and share with the world: the peace of Christ be with you!) 

SHARING THE COMMUNION OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

Prayer after Communion  

Foolish, foolish God, your belly laugh echoes through the world, 

We have responded to your invitation to join in the Banquet. 

Here we have eaten, we have drunk, we have tasted your goodness. 

May the joy we find in this meal together lift up our hearts, 

may we carry your laughter to the world around us, 

may we live out that foolishness called love wherever we go. Amen. 
  -posted by Rev Gord on his blog, Worship Offerings.] 

MESSAGE       “Everything You Need To Know About Sin” Rev. Pamela L. Kurtz, Pastor 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD 

Offering Words  

Thanksgiving Song                 God of All 
  [to the tune of ‘Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow’] 

O God you are the God of all; 
Ol’ Satan didn’t have a thing on you. 

We know this doesn’t rhyme a bit, 
But with God we’ll always have a ball. 

Living as the Church 

Gratitude Times 

CLOSING SONGS      When We Are Tempted 
  [to the tune of ‘St. Louis (O Little Town of Bethlehem)’] 

1. We are tempted in our pride to dizzy heights of sin, 
beneath our feet, O Lord, provide a ripe banana skin, 
and when we yearn at someone’s head to let a brickbat fly, 
give us the grace to use instead a well-aimed custard pie…. 

2. When cherished institutions stand before your throne of grace, 
with good intentions in each hand and egg on every face, 
teach us to query grand designs with laughter born of tears,  
for deep in earth’s jam-butty mines your rainbow still appears… 



         Dance with the Spirit    W&M: Jim Strathdee 

1. Dance with the Spirit early in the mornin', 
walk with the Spirit throughout the long day. 
Work and hope for the new life abornin', 
listen to the Spirit to show you the way. 

2. Dance with the Spirit early in the mornin', 
move with the Spirit throughout the long day. 
Work and hope for the new life abornin', 
listen to the Spirit to show you the way. 

3. Dance with the Spirit early in the mornin', 
sing with the Spirit throughout the long day. 
Work and hope for the new life abornin', 
listen to the Spirit to show you the way. 

CLOSING PRAYER     A Clown's Prayer  

As I stumble through this life, 
help me to create more laughter than tears, 
dispense more cheer than gloom, 
spread more cheer than despair. 
Never let me become so indifferent, 
that I will fail to see the wonders in the eyes of a child, 
or the twinkle in the eyes of the aged. 
Never let me forget that my total effort is to cheer people, 
make them happy, and forget momentarily, 
all the unpleasantness in their lives. 
And in my final moment, 
may I hear You whisper: 
“When you made My people smile, 
you made Me smile.” 

-Anonymous 

MUSICAL BENEDICTION     
 The LMUMC Circus March 

      [to the tune of ‘Circus March’] 

Sing a happy alleluia, sing it out with heart and style- 
we're the echo of God's laughter, we're the image of God's smile. 

We're the proof of God's good humor, we're the twinkle in God's eye,  
made to shine, reflect the glory, light and space to fly. 

Sarah laughed at God's good timing, Mary sang and David danced, 
Jesus smiled and hugged the children-so is life for us enhanced. 

Every day sing alleluia! We are loved, though so absurd, 
human, foolish, chosen people, God still takes us at our word! 

 


