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“Worry never robs tomorrow of its sorrow, it 
only saps today of its joy.”  

Leo Buscaglia 
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December 12, 2021 
Fifth Sunday of Advent 

Celebration of Divine Worship 
WELCOME             Rev. Pamela Kurtz, Pastor 

INTROIT           “Angels From the Realms of Glory”        arr. Mark Hayes 

OPENING PRAYER and SUNG RESPONSE [responsive]    Kathleen Bell & Bob Cox 
There are angels among us that may not meet the eye 
There are messages of joy coming from a choir on high 
But don't just look up: 
for the way God works 
is to plant more joy right here on earth 
just like it was with Jesus' birth. 
There are angels among us,  
there are angels among us, 
bringing joy on earth. 

Holy Living God, Blessed Jesus, Guiding Spirit, 
alight within us your flames of joy this day. 

Grant us openness to hear your message. 
Grant us courage to be your messengers in the world, 
creating more joy in the midst of fear.      (WDS; Angels Among Us: Do Not Be Afraid) 

Sung Response     He Came Down    TFWS 2085 (adapt.) 

He came down that we may have joy; 
He came down that we may have joy; 
He came down that we may have joy, 

Hallelujah forevermore. 

A SONG, SCRIPTURE AND A PRAYER 

Opening Song   Lift Up Your Heads Ye Mighty Gates UMH 213 

1. Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold, the King of glory waits; 
the King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here! 
2. Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart 

from earthly use for heaven's employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
3. Redeemer, come, with us abide; our hearts to thee we open wide; 

let us thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in us reveal. 
4. Thy Holy Spirit lead us on until our glorious goal is won; 
eternal praise, eternal fame be offered, Savior, to thy name! 

 
 



Scripture       Matthew 1:18-25 (CEB)     Bob Cox 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. When Mary his mother was engaged to 
Joseph, before they were married, she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband 
was a righteous man. Because he didn’t want to humiliate her, he decided to call off their 
engagement quietly. As he was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the 
child she carries was conceived by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you will call 
him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” Now all of this took place so that what 
the Lord had spoken through the prophet would be fulfilled: 

Look! A virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
        And they will call him, Emmanuel. (Emmanuel means “God with us.”) 
When Joseph woke up, he did just as an angel from God commanded and took Mary as 

his wife. But he didn’t have sexual relations with her until she gave birth to a son. Joseph called 
him Jesus. 

Scriptural Response [VIDEO]         Joy            by: Rend Collective 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

THE LORD’S PRAYER              Ecumenical Version (UMH 894) 
*Please feel free to use the name of your choice for God that speaks to your soul.  

Our *Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

      HOLY COMMUNION 

Prayer of Confession and Resolve [responsive]    Bob Cox & Kathleen Bell 

With faith and hope for renewed lives, let us confess our sins to God: 
God of love, your angel visited Joseph in his sleep, and revealed the work of the Holy Spirit to 
him.  We ignore our dreams, and fail to discern the Holy Spirit's movement in our lives 
or to perceive the coming of your salvation.  Resolving to follow our own plans, we ignore your 
angels' commands.  Wake our spirits to your purposes so that like Joseph, we respond in 
obedience.             Colleen Cook 

        TIME OF SILENCE FOR PRAYERS OF CONFESSION AND HOPE 

Assurance of Grace        Rev. Pamela Kurtz, Pastor 
Beloved ones, hear this good news: 
Christ came to save and restore us.  Nothing can separate us from the love of Jesus. 
In Christ you are forgiven!  Amen! 

PASSING THE PEACE 
As forgiven people Living in the season of waiting,  
let us share peace with our siblings in the world! 

     SHARING IN COMMUNION OF THE BREAD AND CUP 



MESSAGE      “Angels Among Us: #morejoy”  
Rev. Pamela L. Kurtz, Pastor 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD     

Surely the Presence of the Lord  UMH 328 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place;  
I can feel God’s mighty power and God’s grace. 

I can feel the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face; 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

LIVING AS THE CHURCH, GRATITUDES, OFFERINGS 

Living as the Church  

Gratitude Times 

Offering Time 

Offering Words 

THANKSGIVING SONG     
         God is Good, All the Time   W&S 3026 

5. God is good, God is good all the time. 
God is good, God is good all the time. 

As our thanks and our praise now we raise, 
God is good, God is good all the time. 

CLOSING SONG          Angels from the Realms of Glory    UMH 220 

1. Angels from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story 
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
2. Shepherds, in the field abiding, 
Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing; 
Yonder shines the infant light: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

3. Sages, leave your contemplations, 
Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations; 
Ye have seen His natal star. 

 



Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
4. Saints, before the altar bending, 
Watching long in hope and fear; 
Suddenly the Lord, descending, 

In His temple shall appear. 

CLOSING PRAYER   (responsive)      Bob Cox & Kathleen Bell 

Comforter, you are near when my dream dies. You are near the brokenhearted.  
Thanks be to you for a new dream and a future beyond my imagining. 
Maker of Miracle, you are near when we cannot see your will. When a good choice, even a 
merciful choice, is not your choice.  
Thanks be to you for correction and clarity. 
Divine One, you are near when we dismiss the holy. When we say no to your call.  
Thanks be to you for your patience, your persevering grace, and second chances. 
O come, O come Emmanuel, strengthen us with the promise of your steadfast presence and 
saving love, set our hearts and steps to your righteousness ends. Amen. 

You Are Near © 2016 Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia 

POSTLUDE            Toccata Giocasa   comp. Gilbert Martin 

          VIEW ALL SERVICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS ONLINE! 
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