“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
-John 13:35

At 3:20pm today, a call came from the main Oakland library from the 14t street to the
church office. The caller asked if we had our food pantry open. [ answered, “no” but I said,
“how can I help you?” She shared that there is a patron who is hungry and asking for food.
Not knowing which library, she was calling from, [ asked, “Are you close to our church here
at Lake Merritt United Methodist Church?” She said, “yes, she is just around the corner.”
Then, [ realized that this is a library where our Lake Lunch Distribution team goes and
serves Lake Lunches.

[ said, “Our Lake Lunch team is making sandwiches now and can this patron walk over to
the church and ring the intercom bell when he or she gets here?” Then I said, “we will
bring the sandwich bags with other lunch items.” Before ending the call, the caller said,
“Thank you so much for doing the good work of feeding the hungry.”

[ hung up the phone and walked fast to the Lake Lunch Prep crew in the Stark Hall. The
Lake Lunch team were in full swing in making sandwiches and enjoying each other’s
presence as they worked. Rose Lynn was there. I ask, “Hey, Rose Lynn, we have a call from
the library around the corner and asking for food for a patron who is hungry. Would you
prepare three to four sandwich bags for this person?” You know, Rose Lynn! She was on it.
She prepared it and left it by the door (see pic below)

Just before four o’clock, the intercom bell rang. I ran to the front of the church by the lake
and found a brother sitting on the side, and he was really enjoying his sandwiches. |
greeted him and he greeted me back with a big grin in his face. My heart was strangely
warmed.

Dear my beloved siblings, we are known! We are known by our neighborhood that we
stand in solidarity with those who are in need. We are known by our neighbors that we
connect with those who are hungry. We are known by our care, our love and our service.
We are known for God’s love here in our Lake Merritt community. We are known by loving
one another and Jesus shares that everyone will know that we are his disciples by our love.



As I was returning to the office, | saw our volunteers and our fearless leader, Rose Lynn
leaving after making the sandwiches and prepping for the Lake Lunch distribution for
tomorrow. My heart was strangely warmed as I saw these beloved volunteers joyfully
going back home. My heart was strangely warmed as an image of a brother thoroughly
enjoying the sandwich just a few minutes ago.

Suddenly I was reminded tonight as [ was getting ready for bed, that we are known by God.
That how much God is proud of us. That how much God is touched by our actions - making
the sandwiches and lovingly sharing with those who are hungry. [ was reminded that we
served Jesus Christ today.

We are known.

Deep blessings, Pastor Sunae



