Lake Merritt | Church LAKE PARK

An Inclusive Christian Community of Oakland UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
IN JOINT FELLOWSHIP
Sustaining a vibrant and growing congregation through Christian spiritual

transformation, making our work and the church relevant and visible.

(510) 465-4793 www.lakemerrittumc.org
1255 First Avenue Oakland, CA 94606

2RING THE

OF JESUS

Entering the Passion of Jesus
Ggethsemane. Risking Temptation

Rev. Sunae Cho, Pastor

pastor@lakemernittumec.org

Jim Meredith, Music Director

nmmeredith@mac.com

Randi Hoy, Church Admunistrator

ollice@akemerrittumc.org



mailto:pastor@lakemerrittumc.org
mailto:jimmeredith@mac.com
mailto:office@lakemerrittumc.org

April 2, 2023
Palm/Passion Sunday

CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP

WELCOME

INTROIT

Psalm X|X ©rcan

OPENING PRAYER (RESPONSIVE)

Leader: We are gathered to recall the night when Jesus was betrayed.
Are you ready to come to the feet of Christ,
whose life was poured out for you?

People: By the grace of God, we are.

Leader: Can you watch while Jesus prays in the garden?
People: By the grace of God, we can.

Leader: Will you follow Jesus, even into the night of betrayal?

People: By the grace of God, we will.

Leader: Then let us praise God, even in the hours of darkness.

All: God of all grace and steadfast love,
greatly is your name to be praised in all the earth!

Amen.

OPENING SONG

Rev. Sunae Cho, Pastor

Benedetto Marcello

David Beswick

(Please stand 1f able)

A“ Glorg, Laud, anc] HO!’\OI" UMH 280, verses 1, 4, 5, (ORGAN)

All glory, laud, and honor,
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring.

1. Thou art the King of Israel,
thou David's royal Son,
who in the Lord's name comest,
the King and Blessed One.

All glory, laud, and honor,
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring.

4. To thee, before thy passion,
they sang their hymns of praise;
to thee, now high exalted,
our melody we raise.

All glory, laud, and honor,
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring.



5. Thou didst accept their praises;
accept the prayers we bring,
who in all good delightest,
thou good and gracious King.

All glory, laud, and honor,
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring.

CHILDRENIS MOMENT Margaret LeWright

SCRIPTURE John 18:1-11 CEB

After he said these things, Jesus went out with his disciples and crossed over to the
other side of the Kidron Valley. He and his disciples entered a garden there. Judas, his
betrayer, also knew the place because Jesus often gathered there with his disciples.
Judas brought a company of soldiers and some guards from the chief priests and
Pharisees. They came there carrying lanterns, torches, and weapons. Jesus knew
everything that was to happen to him, so he went out and asked, “Who are you
looking for?”

They answered, “Jesus the Nazarene.”

He said to them, “I Am.” (Judas, his betrayer, was standing with them.) When he said,
“I Am,” they shrank back and fell to the ground. He asked them again, “Who are you
looking for?”

They said, “Jesus the Nazarene.”

Jesus answered, “I told you, ‘I Am.” If you are looking for me, then let these people
go.” This was so that the word he had spoken might be fulfilled: “I didn’t lose any one
of those whom you gave me.”

Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant,
cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) Jesus told Peter, “Put your
sword away! Am I not to drink the cup the Father has given me?”

RESPONSE ln thc Garcicn UMH 314 Men’s Prayer Breakfast Singers

SERMON "Gethsemane: Risking Temptation”

Rev. Sunae Cho, Pastor

RESPONSE Jcsus Wa"(cd This | onesome \/a"cg TFWS 2112

Rev. Stephanie Gameros, guitar
Bernard Dixon, guitar

1. Jesus walked this lonesome valley;
He had to walk it by himself.
Oh, nobody else could walk it for him;
He had to walk it by himself.



2. We must walk this lonesome valley;
We have to walk it by ourselves.
Oh, nobody else can walk it for us;
We have to walk it by ourselves.

3. You must go and stand your trial;
You have to stand it by yourself.
Oh, nobody else can stand it for you;
You have to stand it by yourself.

HOLY COMMUNION
A CELEBRATION OF WORD AND TABLE

INVITATION

Christ our Lord mnvites to his table all who love him,
Who earnestly repent of their sin
And seek to live in peace with one another.
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

CONFESSION & PARDON (unison)

ALL: Merciful God,
We confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
‘We have failed to be an obedient church.
‘We have not done your will,
‘We have broken your law,
‘We have rebelled against your love,
‘We have not loved our neighbors,
And we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SILENCE IS KEPT FOR PRAYERS OF CONFESSION & HOPE

Pastor: Hear the good news:

Chnist died for us while you were yet siners;

That proves God’s love toward us.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
All: Glory to God. Amen.

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

Let us offer one another signs of peace and love.

Rev. Sunae Cho, Pastor



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We Lft them up to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor: It 1s right, and a good and joytul thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.
You formed us in your image
and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed,
your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from captivity,
made covenant to be our sovereign God,
and spoke to us through the prophet.
And so,
with your people on earth
and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(Please sing along, TFWS 2257-b)

ALL: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!
Blest is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!

Pastor: Holy are you, and blessed 1s your Son Jesus Christ.
Your Spirit anointed him
to preach good news to the poor,
to proclaim release to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
and to announce that the tme had come
when you would save your people.
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with siners.
By the baptism of his suffering, death and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant
by water and the Spirit.
When the Lord Jesus ascended,
he promised to be with us always,
mn the power of your Word and Holy Spirt.



On the night in which he gave himself up for us,

he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread,
gave 1t to his disciples, and said:

“Take, eat; this 1s my body which 1s given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over, he took the cup,

gave thanks to you, gave it to the disciples, and said:
“Drink from this, all of you;

this 1s my blood of new covenant,

poured out for you and for many

for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it,

In remembrance of me.”

And so,

In remembrance of these your mighty acts i Jesus Christ,
We offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving

As a holy and living sacrifice,

In union with Christ’s offering for us,

As we proclaim the mystery of faith.

(Please sing along, TFWS 2257-c)

ALL: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!

Pastor: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
that we may be for the world the body of Christ,
redeemed by his blood.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ
one with each other,
and one m ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes 1n final victory
and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory 1s yours, almighty God,
now and forever.

(Please sing along, TFWS 2257-d)

ALL: Amen, Amen, Amen.
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!

SHARING IN THE BREAD AND CUP

PRAYERS & GRATITUDES



THE LORD’S PRAYER Ecumenical Version (UMH 894)

“Please feel free to use the name of your choice for God that speaks to your soul.

Our *Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

LIVING AS THE CHURCH

OFFERING & THANKSGIVING SONG
Christ for the World We Sing ums 568, verses 2, 4

2. Christ for the world we sing,
the world to Christ we bring,
with fervent prayer;
the wayward and the lost,
by restless passions tossed,
redeemed at countless cost,
from dark despair.

4. Christ for the world we sing,
the world to Christ we bring,
with joyful song;
the newborn souls, whose days,
reclaimed from error's ways,
inspired with hope and praise,
to Christ belong.

CLOSING SONG (Please stand if able)
Oh Master, | et Me Walk with Thcc UMH 430 (ORGAN)

*Verse 4 a cappella

1. O Master, let me walk with thee
in lowly paths of service free;
tell me thy secret; help me bear
the strain of toil, the fret of care.

2. Help me the slow of heart to move
by some clear, winning word of love;
teach me the wayward feet to stay,
and guide them in the homeward way.

3. Teach me thy patience; still with thee
in closer, dearer company,
in work that keeps faith sweet and strong,
in trust that triumphs over wrong;



4. In hope that sends a shining ray
far down the future's broadening way,
in peace that only thou canst give,
with thee, O Master, let me live.

CLOSING PRAYER (unison)

All: And now we lay down the palm branches.
And with them we lay down our belief
that there is another way for you to be God.

As the last echo of the final alleluia fades,
so does our hope that this journey can end
in any other way.

The week stretches ahead
glory-less
and pain-full

Whether we walk with all faith or none
we look towards the cross,

knowing it is both the most human
and most divine

of all journeys.

Travel the road with courage,

with love,

and with the uneasy peace that is the gift of faith

into this holiest of weeks. Amen. Cheryl Lawrie

POSTLUDE Psalm XX ©orcany Benedetto Marcello



