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November 30, 2025 
First Sunday of Advent 

CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 
Prelude ​                              Emmanuel Comes                           arr. Mark Hayes 
 
Welcome ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                   Pastor Sunae 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle ​ ​                                 Taharka Family  
 
Leader: On this first Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of PEACE. 
When he does what is good, PEACE covers Joseph like a steady rain. 
PEACE leads him step by step forward, 
using his presence as a gift and his heart as a guide 
to protect those entrusted to him 
and nourish the life of God in the world. 
 
Lighting the candle of Peace 
 
Sung Response: UMH 204 Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
All: Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 
his name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us, 
his name is called Emmanuel. 
 
 
Opening Prayer​ ​  ​ ​ ​                                 Taharka Family  
 
Leader: Listen to the prayer: 
Faithful One, give us PEACE as a steady companion on our journeys. 
May PEACE help us take one step at a time, day by day, hour by hour, 
forward into the future you create with us. 
May we notice you truly with us, here and now. Amen. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                  
Opening Song (organ) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​        (Please stand if able) 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
UMH 211 vs 1,2,4   

 
1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
2. O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 

and order all things far and nigh; 



to us the path of knowledge show 
and cause us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
4. O come, thou Root of Jesse’s tree, 

an ensign of thy people be; 
before thee rulers silent fall; 
all peoples on thy mercy call. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 

Children’s Moment / Decorating the Christmas Tree  
 Margaret LeWright 

 
 

Scripture ​ ​         Matthew 1:18-25 (NIV)                          Taharka Family 
 

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to 
be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.  Because Joseph, her husband, was faithful to 

the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to 
divorce her quietly. 

 
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 

because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 

sins.” 
 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:  “The virgin 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which 

means “God with us”). 
 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him 
and took Mary home as his wife.  But he did not consummate their marriage until 

she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 
 
 

Leader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
All: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

             
   

 
Sermon                        God with Joseph, the Dutiful        Rev. Mary Elyn Bahlert                   
                                                                                                                                        
 
Prayers & Gratitudes 



 
In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful   

TFWS 2195 
 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, 
in the Lord I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid. 
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near, 
lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

 
 
The Lord's Prayer  Ecumenical Version (UMH 894) 
*Please feel free to use the name of your choice for God that speaks to your soul. 
Our *Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Passing The Peace Of Christ 
Let us offer one another signs of peace and love. 
 
Living As the Church 
 
Offering & Thanksgiving                                      ​ ​        

 
What Gifts Can We Bring 

UMH 87 vs 1,4 
 

1. What gift can we bring, what present, what token? 
What words can convey it, the joy of this day? 

When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing, 
What song can we offer in honor and praise? 

 
4. This gift we now bring, this present, this token, 

These words can convey it, the joy of this day! 
When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing, 

This song we now offer in honor and praise! 
 
 

Closing Song​  ​ ​ ​ ​   ​    ​ ​        (Please stand if able) 
All the Earth Is Waiting   

UMH 210 vs 1,2,4 
 

1. All earth is waiting to see the Promised One, 
and open furrows, the sowing of the Lord. 

All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty; 
it cries out for justice and searches for the truth. 



 
2. Thus says the prophet to those of Israel, 

“A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel,” 
for his name is “God with us,” our brother shall be, 

with him hope will blossom once more within our hearts. 
 

4. In lowly stable the Promised One appeared, 
yet, feel his presence throughout the earth today, 

For he lives in all Christians and is with us now; 
again, with his coming he brings us liberty. 

 
 
Closing Prayer (responsive) ​   ​ ​ ​ ​                 Taharka Family 
 
Leader: God, your ways are not our ways. 
You are not limited by what is possible, 
for with you all things are possible. 
 
People: Thank you that you are greater 
 than anything we may face in our day. 
Thank you that your presence goes with us, 
no matter what we're up against. 
 
All: We ask for your grace to help us 
walk in confidence and boldness today. 
We boldly declare that we will not let fear 
or intimidation stop us from being obedient. 
We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

 
 
Postlude (organ)                          In Dulci Jubilo                                            J. S. Bach 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
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