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December 28, 2025
First Sunday After Christmas
CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP

Prelude Be Still My Soul FINLANDIA by Jean Sibelius
Michele Sharik, handbell soloist
arr. Joel Raney

Welcome Rev. Stephanie Gameros

Opening Prayer Aaron Voorhees

Leader: Beloved, we have waited, watched,

and witnessed the coming of the Christ child.

As we gather today on the other side of Christmas,
we might be tempted to ask, “What now?”

People: We continue to wait and watch

for the day that all the earth awaits.

Leader: In this season of Christmas, we remember
that though Christ has come among us,

the good news of freedom for captives,

flourishing for the poor, and power returned

to the disempowered does not reign in many places.
People: We continue to wait and watch

for the day that all the earth awaits.

Leader: With Mary and Joseph, we listen for God
to show us how to protect and advocate

for the vulnerable among us.

People: We continue to wait and watch

for the day that all the earth awaits.

All: As we gather to worship today,
may God bind us together in love,
empowering us to live as followers of the Christ child,
declaring good news wherever we go.
We gather today as people who wait, watch, and work
for the day that all the earth awaits.
Thanks be to God! Amen.
Dr. Lisa Hancock

Opening Song (organ) (Please stand if able)
Be Still, My Soul
UMH 534



1. Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side.
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
leave to your God to order and provide;

in every change God faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: your best, your heavenly friend
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

2. Be still, my soul: your God will undertake
to guide the future, as in ages past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake;
all now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know
the Christ who ruled them while he dwelt below.

3. Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on
when we shall be forever with the Lord,
when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored.

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past,
all safe and blessed we shall meet at last.

Children's Moment Margaret LeWright

Scripture Matthew 2:13-23 (NIV) Aaron Voorhees

When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,’
he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until | tell
you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him

So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and Lleft for Egypt,
where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had
said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt | called my son.

When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and
he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years
old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. Then
what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:

‘A voice is heard in Ramah,
weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children
and refusing to be comforted,
because they are no more!’

After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt
and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for
those who were trying to take the child's life are dead”



So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he
was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district
of Galilee, and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what
was said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene.

Leader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
All: Thanks be to God. Amen.

Response

Coventry Carol from Coventry Pageant of the Shearmen and Tailors

LMUMC Choir
arr. Stephen R. Johnson

Sermon Light Shimmering Through A Darkness Rev. Jeff Kunkel
Response By Candlelight Ruth Elaine Schram
LMUMC Choir

Michéle Sharik, flute
Prayers & Gratitudes

In the Lord I'll Be Ever Thankful
TFWS 2195

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful,
in the Lord | will rejoice!
Look to God, do not be afraid.
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near,
lift up your voices, the Lord is near.

The Lord's Prayer Ecumenical Version (UMH 894)

"Please feel free to use the name of your choice for God that speaks to your soul,

Our "Creator in heaven, hallowed be your nhame, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.

Passing The Peace Of Christ

Let us offer one another signs of peace and love.



Living As the Church
Offering & Thanksgiving

What Gifts Can We Bring
UMH 87 vs 1,4

1. What gift can we bring, what present, what token?
What words can convey it, the joy of this day?
When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing,
What song can we offer in honor and praise?

4. This gift we now bring, this present, this token,
These words can convey it, the joy of this day!
When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing,
This song we now offer in honor and praise!

Closing Song (organ) (Please stand if able)

God of Grace and God of Glory
UMH 577 vs 1,2,3

1. God of grace and God of glory,
on thy people pour thy power;
crown thine ancient church's story;
bring her bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the facing of this hour,
for the facing of this hour.

2. Lo! the hosts of evil round us
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways!
Fears and doubts too long have bound us;
free our hearts to work and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the living of these days,
for the living of these days.

3. Cure thy children’s warring madness,
bend our pride to thy control,
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss your kingdom's goal,
lest we miss your kingdom's goal.



Closing Prayer (unison) Aaron Voorhees

All: As the family of Christ, we go now into the world

with the blessing and power of the Triune God

to resist the misuse of power in our world,

to point to the signs of good news all around us,

and to work for the empowerment and flourishing of all people,

especially the vulnerable among us. Amen.
Dr. Lisa Hancock (Adapted)

Postlude (organ) Cwm Rhondda Paul Manz
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