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December 7, 2025

Second Sunday of Advent
______________________________________________ CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
Prelude It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Richard S. Little
arr. Mark Hayes
Welcome Rev. Sunae Cho, Lead Pastor
Lighting the Advent Candle Abesamis-Bell family

Leader: On this second Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of LOVE.

LOVE calls out to the shepherds and invites them

to be part of the extraordinary within what is ordinary:

animals grazing, a baby being born in the night, stars shining above.

LOVE calls out to the dismissed and says, “You're visible. You're powerful. You're part
of this’

LOVE calls out to each one of us, drawing us into a story bigger than ourselves.

Lighting the candle of Love

Sung Response: UMH 204 Emmanuel, Emmanuel
All: Emmanuel, Emmanuel,

his name is called Emmanuel.

God with us, revealed in us,

his name is called Emmanuel.

Opening Prayer Abesamis-Bell family

Leader: Listen to the prayer:

God of us all, give us LOVE that opens our eyes

to see people who are dismissed or on the outside.

Give us LOVE that opens us to see ourselves and others ever more clearly,
like stars in the desert where the city lights don't get in the way:.

Give us LOVE that draws us into a story we believe in,

a story that gives us a role in something bigger than ourselves.

May we notice you truly with us, here and now. Amen.

Opening Song (organ) (Please stand if able)

O Come, All Ye Faithful
UMH 234 vs 1,34

1. O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.



3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

4. See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze;
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Children's Moment LMUMC Children's Choir

Scripture Luke 2:8-20 (NIV) Abesamis-Bell family

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their
flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. | bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This
will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising
God and saying,

“‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has told us about.

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger.

When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told to
them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her

heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they
had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

Leader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
AlL: Thanks be to God. Amen.

Sermon God With The Shepherds, The Dismissed

Rev. Sunae Cho, Lead Pastor



Response | Wonder as | Wander John Jacob Niles
Nora Abesamis-Bell, soprano

Holy Communion Rev. Sunae Cho, Lead Pastor
salvagedfaith.com (adapt) Rev. Ken Schoon, Deacon
Invitation Rev. Ken Schoon, Deacon

Pastor: In this season of expectant waiting,

we are invited to Christ's table to experience the grace of God.

We come together to confess our sins and remove the barriers

we have built between ourselves, our brothers and sisters, and our God.

Therefore, let us confess together our sins.

Confession & Pardon (unison)

ALll: Ever Present Peace, you are always with us,

but that is so hard to remember in this hectic season.
Our impatience for Christmas to arrive

gets in the way of listening to our children sing.

We let the blinking lights blind us

to your quiet presence in a noisy world.

We get so caught up in the stories of violence,

we cannot hear your voice reminding us not to be afraid.
Shower us with your grace and forgiveness,

so our eyes will be opened to all your wonders,

our ears will echo with the anthems of the angels,

and our emptiness will be filled with the life gifted to us
through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.

Silence Is Kept For Prayers Of Confession

Pastor: Dear ones of God, this is the good news:

God comes to us to bring the healing of hope and the
Joy of justice into our hearts. You need wait no longer.
Go and tell everyone what you have seen and heard!

In the hame of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Amen.

Passing the Peace of Christ
Let us offer one another signs of peace and love.



The Great Thanksgiving Rev. Sunae Cho, Lead Pastor
Pastor: The God who is coming to us be with you!

People: And also with you!

Pastor: Lift your hearts to the One who turns barren deserts into seas of grace.
People: We lift them to the Lord!

Pastor: Beloved of God, let us come to the table with songs of joy on our lips.

Pastor: it is right to give you thanks and praise,

Great God of the Coming Dawn,

for in each new day you surprise the earth with splendor.

Your Spirit moves across the face of the waters and brings forth life.
At the dawn of all things, in a garden, you worked the earth.

Elbow deep in mud you fashioned us, gifted us, gave us work to do.
Made from the earth, made by your hand,

we forgot who we were.

We forgot who you were,

and we tried to remake ourselves.

We rejected your love and fell into sin and death.

Yet even in our darkness you continued to speak light and life,

And so we come to live on the edge of your new and promised day.
We come to wait for your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

His coming was announced by wilderness prophets

and he arrived to the song of angels

in the choir stall in a manger.

He was the One promised.

He announced the new day

when blind folks would see

and poor folks would rejoice,

when captives would be set free,

and the oppressed would once more walk upright in liberty.
In stories he spoke of waiting bridesmaids and prodigal sons.
With tears and compassion he brought a dead man to life,
and gave a woman at a well the living water she sought.
With anger he overturned tables and challenged the powerful.
On the cross he revealed the power of weakness,

and in the emptiness of the tomb,

he gave us a glimpse of your tomorrow

that does not end in death.

On the night when he was betrayed Rev. Ken Schoon, Deacon
he sat at a table with his friends.

He took bread, blessed it, broke it, served it to them, and said,

“Take this. Eat it. It is my body, given for you.

Do this to remember me"”

In the same way he took the cup,
blessed it, served it to them, and said,
“Drink from this every one of you.
This is my blood poured out for you



and for many for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this to remember me”’

And so we remember.

We offer our praise and thanks and our very selves

as a holy and living sacrifice in union with Christ's offering for us.

May the gift of your Spirit, Advent's Hope and Peace,

be poured out on the simple gifts of the bread and the cup,

and on those who come simply to find healing and hope.

And when we have been fed by your surprising grace

and filled with your peace, may we go forth to the world,

where our weak hands will become calloused by compassion;

where we will bend our feeble knees, reaching down to lift up the fallen;
where we will become fountains of living water

for those parched by the wilderness of their lives.

Then, when sorrow and sighing have been chased away from us,

and we gather with all generations around your Table in heaven,
everlasting joy will be our song, and gracious hope will be our refrain,
as we sing to you through all eternity, God in Community, Holy in One.
And now with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

The Lord's Prayer Ecumenical Version (UMH 894)

"‘Please feel free to use the name of your choice for God that speaks to your soul.

Our "Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.

Sharing In The Bread And Cup Rev. Sunae Cho, Lead Pastor
Unison Prayer Rev. Sunae Cho, Lead Pastor
We give thanks to you God,
for the body of a tiny baby,

life and breath in a tiny ribcage.
Immanuel, God with us,

a promise of salvation.

We give thanks for loving parents,
for the light of a star,

for the radiance of angels,

for the running feet of shepherds,
for all the joy of that first Christmas.
We thank you today

that you have given our bodies

life and breath this Christmas season.
That we are here, now,

gathered with these people,



joined in one accord in prayer to you.
Let the light of Jesus shine in our hearts. Amen

Living as the Church
Offering & Thanksgiving

What Gift Can We Bring
UMH 87vs 1,4

1. What gift can we bring, what present, what token?
What words can convey it, the joy of this day?
When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing,
What song can we offer in honor and praise?

4. This gift we now bring, this present, this token,
These words can convey it, the joy of this day!
When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing,
This song we now offer in honor and praise!

Closing Song (Please stand if able)

Go, Tell It on the Mountain
UMH 251

Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills, and ev'rywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born.

1. While shepherds kept their watching
oer silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light.

Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills, and ev'rywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born.

2. The shepherds feared and trembled
when lo! above the earth,
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed the Savior’s birth.

Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills, and ev'rywhere;



go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born.

3. Down in a lowly manger
the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn.

Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills, and ev'rywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born.

Closing Prayer (responsive) Abesamis-Bell family

Leader: God of love, your love broke the boundary
between the divine and the human
so that you could truly be with us.

People: Help us today to open our hearts

to the gift you have given us, the gift of yourself.

Help us to see you and to seek you in the ordinariness of our lives.
Strengthen us with the knowledge that you have been here too.

All: Help us to stand in compassion and solidarity

with all those you came to save, with all the world. Amen.

Postlude Rise Up Shepherds and Follow Traditional Spiritual
arr. Mark Hayes
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